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We are delighted to give the gift of this Advent Devotional to the families of Hilton Head 
Presbyterian Church! It is our hope and prayer that this devotional will be used in homes, 
around tables, and between family and friends so that the body of Christ might see the beauty 
of Christ and join together in celebrating him.

Each week of Advent has three devotions (Monday, Wednesday, and Friday) which expand 
on the threefold office of Christ Jesus: Prophet, Priest, and King.  

In addition, every Sunday you’ll find a song or prayer that will help as you and your family 
prepare to gather with the people of God to celebrate that Our King Has Come. 

We hope this devotional helps you celebrate the season of Advent in a new and meaningful 
way! You can also go to www.hiltonheadpca.com/advent-devotional to download this devotional 
or view it as a PDF online.

On behalf of our pastoral staff and leadership team, we extend a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year to each of you and your families! We hope that you’ll join us on Christmas Eve  
as we celebrate Emmanuel, God with us!

Christmas Eve Worship Gatherings
December 24th at 4:00 PM and 6:00 PM

Hilton Head Presbyterian Church
235 William Hilton Parkway

www.hiltonheadpca.com



JESUS: THE TRUE PROPHET
O come, O come, true prophet of the Lord,

And turn the key to heaven’s door;
Be Thou our comforter and guide, and lead us to the Father’s side.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall by His Word our darkness dispel.

JESUS: THE TRUE PROPHET



It was John Calvin who developed the “threefold office” of Christ into prominence. The 
threefold office presents Jesus Christ as Prophet, Priest, and King, who in His saving work 
fulfilled all the anointed offices of the Old Testament. As Calvin pointed out, the threefold 
office of Christ is one of the best ways to explain our Lord’s redemptive work.

With this in mind; however, it is important to understand that there is one, singular office 
which Christ undertook – the office of Mediator between God and man, in order to secure the 
salvation of His elect. The office of Mediator involves all three functions of Prophet, Priest, and 
King. It can be understood best that these are not three separate offices capable of successive 
and isolated performance, in the way that president, chief-justice, and senator are separate 
offices. In the threefold office of Christ, Prophet, Priest, and King are not separate functions. 
They are functionally distinct, yet interdependent, and together they constitute one life in the 
way the lungs, brain, and heart constitute one living human body.

A.A. Hodge, the great Princeton theologian, expressed this relationship within Christ’s 
person and work in this manner: “So the functions of prophet, priest and king mutually imply 
one another: Christ is always a prophetical Priest and a priestly Prophet, and he is always a 
royal Priest and a priestly King, and together they accomplish one redemption, to which all are 
equally essential.” 

It is important for us to consider Christ in all of His splendor and magnificence as we 
approach this Advent season and see that “Our King Has Come.” This is no ordinary King. 
It is Christ who has secured for us all the essential parts of our salvation – regeneration, 
justification, sanctification, resurrection, and glorification. 

May this Advent devotional serve to help you behold the wondrous mystery of Jesus. O 
come, let us behold Him--for He is Christ, the Lord!

By: Rev. Bill McCutchen

DEC 02

JESUS: THE TRUE PROPHET



It is hard to remember life before two-day shipping. There is a palpable joy from coming 
home and seeing an item you have purchased and patiently waited for sitting on your front 
porch. Isaiah never got that joy during his life, not only because he was not an Amazon Prime 
member, but because he never witnessed the promises he was called to so often describe. Isaiah 
had the job of presenting the promises of God, knowing he would never see them fulfilled in 
his lifetime. 

Seven hundred years before the Messiah would come, Isaiah was told that Jesus would work 
miracles (Isaiah 35), be born to a virgin (Isaiah 7), become a stumbling block to some (Isaiah 
8), teach in parables (Isaiah 6), draw Gentiles unto himself (Isaiah 42), face death while being 
despised and rejected (Isaiah 53), and ultimately conquer death (Isaiah 25). 

The prophecies of Isaiah not only point to the historicity of Jesus and the reality of His life 
and death, they also describe how “The Word became flesh” in Christ (John 1:14). The words of 
God were given to Isaiah to speak; the Word of God came in flesh to reveal the full picture of 
God’s beautiful redemptive plan. Jesus was at one time the designer, presenter, and deliverer of 
the promises of God.

As we head deeper into the Advent season, remind yourselves that you have a promise-
keeping God. He promised the Messiah would come, and God delivered. He promises to 
never leave us or forsake us and He will deliver. He promises that He has a plan that is good, 
purposeful, and full of hope and He will deliver. He promises that greater is the Spirit in you 
than the spirit in this world. 

We stand on a mountain of rock-solid promises as Christians. Live today knowing that your 
promise-keeping God does not let a moment happen in life unplanned or without purpose. 
Investigate, meditate on, and trust the promises of God.

By: Jason Suddeth

JESUS: THE TRUE PROPHET

DEC 03



In the Old Testament, prophets act as a sort of mouthpiece of God to the people. Their 
messages call people to repentance and pronounce their forgiveness and pardon (Isaiah 40:1-
2). In the New Testament, Jesus comes as the final and sufficient prophet, fulfilling all of the 
covenant promises of God. The book of Hebrews makes this plain: “Long ago, at many times 
and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has 
spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he 
created the world. He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, 
and he upholds the universe by the word of his power” (Hebrews 1:1-3)

Just like the prophets of old, Christ comes to preach repentance and proclaim forgiveness of 
sin. But He doesn’t just proclaim the Word of God; He is the Word of God. Unlike Adam who 
was made in the likeness of God, Christ himself is the very image of God (1 Corinthians 1:15). As 
the true prophet, Christ doesn’t just tell us what God is like, He shows us. He is more than God 
personified, He is the embodiment of God, himself. 

The first chapter of John reminds us that no one has ever seen God, but that Jesus makes 
Him known to us by taking on flesh and dwelling among us. We see the heart of the Father as 
Jesus turns water into wine, heals the sick, welcomes children, rebukes scribes and Pharisees, 
eats with sinners, turns over tables in the temple, displays authority over demons and nature, 
speaks to the outcast, raises the dead, preaches and teaches, touches the unclean, loves the 
marginalized, and hangs on a tree for the sins of a people He loves. 

In putting on flesh, He comes near to us and makes it possible for us to draw near to God. 
Christ, the true prophet, doesn’t just call us to make peace. He himself is our peace. 

By: Abbey Wedgeworth
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Ignorance is bliss, or so they say. It might be in some ways (i.e. for children), but ignorance in 
the broadest sense is largely blindness. It’s living in darkness, often detached from reality. 

 
Financially, ignorance can result in an astounding accumulation of debt without any 

plan to pay it off. Politically, ignorance often means aligning with individuals for superficial 
reasons that put the future of our nation at risk. Relationally, ignorance prevents us from 
understanding the expectations and needs of those we’re closest to. Spiritually, ignorance is 
dangerous. It keeps us from knowing God, and thus, rejecting Him and His offer of salvation.

 
Israel exemplifies this kind of ignorance numerous times throughout history, especially in 

the blatant rejection of Jesus Christ as the Messiah. They were ignorant of His identity and true 
purpose – they wanted a politician who freed them from Rome’s rule; they received a Ruler 
who offered freedom from sin (Isaiah 53:12). They desired a king who validated their stringent 
pharisaical mandates; they got a King who pierced through the letter of the law to reveal its 
heart (Matthew 23:1-38). They sought someone who looked like them; Jesus (the true Prophet) 
looked like God, whom they had unknowingly been rejecting for centuries in their hearts 
(Isaiah 28:14-18; 1 Peter 2:6-8).

 
The Messianic expectations of Israel were so off because they had allowed their hearts to 

grow ignorant of His ways and dark in sin. This ignorance was willing and deliberate, even if 
unrealized. It began by adding qualifications and addendums to God’s law, which snuffed out 
the light of His heart present within it. Despite overwhelming evidence during Christ’s life that 
He was their long-awaited Savior and fulfillment of the law they slaved to uphold, they dug 
deeper in the trenches of ignorant darkness and ran from the light rather than embracing it. 

 
“The light has come into the world, and the people loved the darkness rather than the light because 

their works were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the 
light, lest his works should be exposed.” - John 3:19-20

 
Jesus, the Light of the World, came so that those who believe may not remain in darkness, 

but come to light – and life – in Him. Jesus is the truth and light that shatters our ill-conceived 
notions of what we think life is supposed to be, and offers what He knows it CAN be. When we 
believe and allow Him to be our reality, our souls find true bliss, both now and for eternity.

By: Mindi Jo Furby
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Prophets promised long ago, a King would come to bring us hope.
And now a virgin bears a son, the time to save the world has come.

Humble shepherds run in haste, to see the One the angels praised.
In cattle stall they find a girl, who holds the hope of all the world.

Chorus:
Emmanuel has come to us, The Christ is born, Hallelujah!

Our God made low to raise us up, Emmanuel, has come to us.

As He sleeps upon the hay, He holds the moon and stars in place.
Though born an infant He remains, the sovereign God of endless days.

For all our sins one day He’ll die, to make us sons of God on high.
Let every heart prepare Him room, the promises have all come true.

God 
Made 

Low

Written by Bob Kauflin & Jason Hansen 
© 2014 Sovereign Grace Praise 
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JESUS: OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST

JESUS: OUR GREAT 
HIGH PRIEST

O come, our great High Priest, and intercede,
Thy sacrifice, our only plea;

The judgment we no longer fear, 
Thy precious blood has brought us near.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel has banished every fear of hell.



Begin this devotional by reading Hebrews 10:8-14.

I recently read a story about a father who rode his bike 1,400 miles to listen to a heart beat. 
As he held the stethoscope to his ears and placed the end on the young man’s chest, he was 
overcome with emotion as the heartbeat of his 20-year-old daughter continued to live and beat 
in another. Through death, came life. 

The priesthood in the Old Testament was a role chosen by God to offer sacrifices to God 
on behalf of the people. This practice was designed to introduce a concept that without the 
shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness of sins (Hebrews 9:22). Only priests were allowed 
to offer this sacrifice on behalf of the people, and in certain ways at certain times. But was it 
enough? Could sacrificing even the most perfect lamb really be enough to wipe out the debt 
that man owed to a holy and perfect God? In the unfolding narrative of Scripture, it answers the 
most important question any person in history can ask: On that day when I meet my Creator, 
how will I stand in His presence with a record of perfection? 

As our Great High Priest, Jesus helps us make sense of the entire Old Testament role of 
priest. The sacrifices offered in the Old Testament were never meant to forgive sins and to 
forgive our debt, but were meant to point to a one-time sacrifice: Christ (Hebrews 10:14). His 
single sacrifice presented a one-time offering once and for all, sufficient to cover all of our sins. 
It’s not a priest who offers other sacrifices that we need to stand before God, but a Priest who 
offers Himself. Christ - the offended party - offered the payment on our behalf. What we need 
in order to stand before God is an organ donor. 

Believer, know this Advent season that the curtain between man and God has been torn by 
the greatest act of love the world has ever seen. We live under the kingship of One who is on 
His throne, and through the greatest sacrifice one could make, has made a way for all believers 
to have access to God the Father through his Son, Jesus Christ. So this Christmas season, 
imagine taking a stethoscope and putting it on your own chest, because within your own heart 
dwells the very righteousness of God. 

By: Rev. Tim Pitzer
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There is no more joyful time of the year than the Advent season when we celebrate, with 
family and friends, the birth of the “King of glory. . . The LORD, strong and mighty” (Psalm 
24:8). The baby in the manger is, in words from Mark Lowry’s well-known Christmas song, 
“the Lord of all Creation” who will “one day rule the nations.” As Christian believers in the 
Reformed tradition, we affirm the lordship of Christ, or sovereignty of God, over every square 
inch of God’s creation. Christ is King. Yet a great paradox of the Christian faith is that the 
sovereign God of the universe is also our Heavenly Father. The ruler of the nations is also our 
personal Savior.  

In the New Testament Jesus is described as the “Great High Priest” (Hebrews 4:14). The role 
of the high priest in the Old Testament was to mediate between God and His chosen people 
by offering sacrifices on their behalf for their sins. As the perfect High Priest, Jesus is the 
fulfillment of God’s redemptive promise, “the guarantor of a better covenant” (Hebrews 7:22). As 
such, Jesus is our personal mediator, or intercessor, before God the Father.  To quote John Piper, 
“God has made a way to get right with God. He provided priests in the Old Testament, and then 
he provided his Son, the final High Priest.” 

Indeed, our personal salvation is accomplished through the intercession of Jesus. What a 
promise this is! Jesus sits eternally “at the right hand of God . . . interceding for us” (Romans 
8:34). He advocates on our account - initially for our justification - and then continuously 
throughout our lives for our sanctification. In the words of the writer of Hebrews, “He is able to 
save completely (or forever) those who come to God through him” (Hebrews 4:25).

Because Jesus intercedes for us, we have full assurance of our salvation. We also have the 
assurance that God cares mightily for each of us, individually, and that when we pray, God 
hears our prayers. In celebrating the birth of the Christ child, we are celebrating the King of 
Glory, the Great High Priest, and our personal redeemer.

By: Dean Curry
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“Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, 
let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with 
confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need.” - Hebrews 4:14-16

I remember my parents forcing me to get out of bed every Sunday morning to drive to 
church when I was a child. The winter mornings were the worst - I can still picture the grey 
skies with the snow-covered roads and icy sidewalks. Although in some ways this sounds 
like a magical Christmas scene, the reality is for me it was the drudgery of being forced to go 
to church. I had very limited understanding of the love of God, but a very clear sense of His 
judgment and a fear of death and hell.

Many years later, I was introduced to the true Gospel of Jesus Christ.  It was in that season of 
my life that I began to understand that I had grown up in a very confused and perverted view of 
God. As God began to open my eyes to His unconditional love and the depth of Jesus’ sacrifice 
for my sins, I finally began to understand the truth of Christianity.  All of the Old Testament 
stories of law and sacrifices finally began to make sense in light of Jesus’ final sacrifice.

In Hebrews, we are told that Jesus is the Great High Priest who did not bring the blood of a 
lamb into the tabernacle to sprinkle it on the ark of the covenant, but rather sacrificed himself 
and shed His own blood in order to bring all of God’s children back into a right relationship 
with Him. The part of this passage that amazes me most is that not only do we have access to 
the Father through the sacrifice of the Son, but we can draw near with confidence!  

We no longer need to cower in fear in the presence of the Creator of the world; rather, we can 
approach His throne boldly, not on our own merit, but on the perfect life of Christ, sacrificed 
for us. Yet so often, instead of acknowleding this privilege and boldly approaching the throne of 
God through prayer, we stand outside the tabernacle as if we were still separated from Him.  

This Christmas season, may God remind us all of the overwhelmingly powerful truth that 
we have access to the Father through the Son. May we live and breathe the grace and mercy we 
find in Christ.

By: Doug Langhals
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Come behold the wondrous mystery, in the dawning of the King. 
He the theme of heaven’s praises, robed in frail humanity.
In our longing, in our darkness, now the light of life has come. 
Look to Christ, who condescended, took on flesh to ransom us. 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, He the perfect Son of Man. 
In His living, in His suffering, never trace nor stain of sin.
See the true and better Adam, come to save the hell-bound man. 
Christ the great and sure fulfillment, of the law; in Him we stand. 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, Christ the Lord upon the tree. 
In the stead of ruined sinners, hangs the Lamb in victory.
See the price of our redemption, see the Father’s plan unfold. 
Bringing many sons to glory, grace unmeasured, love untold. 

Come behold the wondrous mystery, slain by death the God of life. 
But no grave could e’er restrain Him, praise the Lord; He is alive! 
What a foretaste of deliverance, how unwavering our hope.
Christ in power, resurrected, as we will be when He comes.

JESUS: OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST
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Come Behold 
The Wondrous 
Mystery

Lyrics and music: Matt Boswell, Matt Papa & Michael Bleecker, 2013



JESUS: KING OF HEAVEN & EARTH

JESUS: KING OF 
HEAVEN & EARTH

O Come, Thou King of nations bring, an end to all our suffering.
Bid every pain and sorrow cease,

And reign now as our Prince of Peace.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel,

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel, shall come again with us to dwell.



This time of year, my husband and I live with secret agents disguised as two young boys. 
Propelled by their curiosity, they search high and low to find where their gifts might be hiding. 
To keep them hidden until Christmas morning, we’ve resorted to putting gifts in utility bins in 
the garage. Where they see black bins of junk or grown-up stuff, we smile because we know the 
truth: they are treasure troves of Transformers and LEGO and other things their hearts desire.

Sometimes the gifts we want most come in unexpected packages. When Jesus was born, the 
world received a long-anticipated gift in the most unanticipated way. Although God’s people 
had been waiting centuries for a promised Messiah, there was no fanfare at His birth. Unlike 
the royal births on television today, there were neither crowds nor pomp and circumstance 
when our King arrived. On that night, baby Jesus could be found wrapped in swaddling cloths 
in a long feeding trough meant for cattle and horses. Rather than finding a meal of hay, the 
animals feasted their eyes on the Creator of the universe, and they, along with Jesus’ mother 
and father and the discerning shepherds who found their way by a star, worshiped Him. 

But they weren’t the only ones rejoicing at His birth: a multitude of heavenly beings was 
erupting with praise; for though it was baby Jesus born in a stable, King Jesus was there from 
the very beginning. John 1:2-3 tells us, “He was with God in the beginning. Through him 
all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.” The Creator of 
everything—of Mary and Joseph and the shepherds, of the animals in the stable, of the manger 
and of the very light that shone from the star—could have planned a more regal entrance into 
the world, and indeed that is what people expected. 

No one expects to find a Savior in a feeding trough. And no one expects a King to give away 
His riches. But that is just what Jesus does. Jesus’ coming as King in the form of a helpless baby 
in a barn shows us just what kind of King He is. His plan was not to rule over us in wealth and 
grandeur; His plan was to be the perfect sacrifice before a just and holy Father for our sin. His 
humility to become one of us made it possible for us to become more like Him. This is a rags to 
riches story—not for lowly baby Jesus, wrapped in swaddling clothes, but for us. 

Because King Jesus chose the cloak of humanity, we can now be wrapped in clothes of 
righteousness. Where God before could look at us and see utter ruin—our hearts black boxes 
of sin—He now sees glory beyond comparison, the King in all His splendor.

By: Austin Kristoff
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As a new mom, I see what a high value I put on expectations. Whether it is in expectations I 
put on my time and energy or in the expectations others have on me, I often feel disappointed 
and frustrated when the day does not go according to my plan. I become so focused on what 
I think I need in life that I miss the sweet, unscripted, and unexpected moments. I miss the 
bigger picture.

The people of Israel also had hopeful expectations. They thought the Messiah would rule as 
an earthly king, a political figure poised for power and justice. In their minds, a Savior would 
be victoriously positioned in an earthly reign to defeat their enemies. Their expectations were 
based on what they thought they needed on this earth. But that was not God’s divine plan. God 
had a bigger picture in mind.

Jesus was born in a barn, wrapped in stable rags, and greeted by shepherds on the night 
watch. He grew up in the home of a simple tradesman; He shared meals with commoners; 
He served the poor, sick, and untouchables of society; His followers were outcasts; and the 
religious leaders despised Him. Instead of physically defeating the Romans, He was executed 
by them. Jesus looked and acted nothing like what the Jewish people had hoped for in a King.

Christ did not come to meet our expectations or human desires. He came to this earth to 
serve, to love people in ways they truly needed love, to teach the true nature of God, to act 
mercifully, and to finally give His life as a ransom for many. His goal was not earthly fame and 
victory, but to redeem us back into the uninterrupted and wholly perfect presence of God our 
Father (Matthew 20:28).

How beautiful and praiseworthy is the bigger picture God has for his children! His thoughts 
and ways are higher than our human expectations and plans (Romans 11:33-36, Isaiah 55:8-11). 
What an incredible God and Messiah we have to direct our lives!

By: Kristen Scott
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You may have been asked before “Is there anything God cannot do?” 

Truth be told, the answer is actually “yes!” The Scripture says “it is impossible for God to 
lie” (Hebrews 6:18). And because He cannot lie, we know that His promises are trustworthy and 
true. They can’t help but come to pass. His promises, both present and future, are countless for 
those who believe, “holding promise for both the present life and the life to come” (1 Timothy 
4:8).

As he spoke with Nicodemus, Christ himself promised that for all who believe in Him, they 
“will not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16). And eternal life is not just “way-over-yonder-
on-the-other-side.” No, we have eternal life today - right now!

We also have the promise in this life that “God has said: ‘Never will I leave you; never will I 
forsake you.’” As one of the strongest and most emphatic verses in Scripture, God reminds His 
people of this truth time and time again (Deuteronomy 31: 6 & 8, Joshua 1:5 and Hebrews 13:5). 
He wants us to hear, know, and believe that He is with us always.

Finally, we have the future promise and certainty of dwelling with God forever. In Revelation, 
John writes: “And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is 
now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself 
will be with them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no 
more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” He 
who was seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this 
down, for these words are trustworthy and true.” (Revelation 21:3-5)

Be encouraged and take great comfort that these promises (and any more) are ones we can 
cling to and depend on with utmost certainty. In the midst of this Advent season, remember 
and dwell upon the promises God fulfills in Christ - in the past, present, and our secure future 
in Him. 

By: Earl Crown
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O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.

Come and behold Him, born the King of angels;

Refrain:
O come, let us adore Him, O come, let us adore Him,

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal, 
Lo, He shuns not the virgin’s womb;

Very God, begotten, not created; (Refrain)

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation;
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!

Glory to God, all glory in the highest; (Refrain)

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be glory given;

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing. (Refrain)

JESUS: KING OF HEAVEN & EARTH
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Lyrics: Frederick Oakeley, 1841 
Music: Adeste Fideles, 1744

O Come, 
All Ye 

Faithful



People have always been fascinated with royalty. Children love fairy tales such as Cinderella 
and Snow White where a prince comes and carries away the oppressed girl to be his bride. 
Movie companies reap large profits from making and remaking these stories into films. And in 
similar fashion, real-life royal families can captivate the hearts of adults.  

Many of my friends lost sleep through the wee hours of the morning as they watched the 
wedding of Prince Harry and Megan Markle. Hallmark Movie Channel even made four movies 
this year about the unlikely meeting and marriage of an ordinary woman and a royal prince. 
People love a fairy tale!

In the real world, we have two communities existing side by side. One can be identified as 
the natural world or fallen creation. Sin entered into the world when Adam and Eve ate the 
forbidden fruit. Another community abides alongside the natural realm, known as the spiritual 
kingdom. It is the kingdom of God and heaven, ruled by God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ--the Prince of Peace, King of Kings, and Lord of Lords.  

To enter a royal family in the natural world, you must either be born into or marry into it.  
The probability of marrying royalty is extremely low. Yet God’s royal family is open to all who 
believe in Him. “But as many as received Him {Jesus} to them He gave the right to become 
children of God” (John 1:12).  “The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God” (Romans 8:16). 

When we place our faith in God through Christ and commit our lives to Him, God then fills 
us with the Holy Spirit and adopts us into His family. We enjoy a new role in life as children of 
God’s royal family. Our entry into the kingdom of God begins the moment we receive Jesus and 
continues on into eternity.      

What a gift came to us on Christmas Day! We don’t have to daydream about nobility, because 
through Jesus, we are nobility. Although He was born in a stable, glorious, heavenly light shone 
around Him. Angels announced His birth and praised God for it. May we, too, thank Him for 
the abundant life we now experience as being part of His royal family!

By: Kathy Thaller

JESUS: KING OF HEAVEN & EARTH

DEC 24



JESUS: KING OF HEAVEN & EARTH

DEC 25

Sing, O sing, this blessèd morn, unto us a Child is born,
Unto us a Son is given, God Himself comes down from heaven.

God of God, Light of Light, comes with mercies infinite.
Joining in a wondrous plan, heav’n to earth and God to man. 

Chorus:
All the earth, all the earth will sing;
For unto us, unto us is born a King.

God with us, Emmanuel, deigns forever now to dwell;
He on Adam’s fallen race sheds the fullness of his grace.

Bridge:
God comes down that men may rise, lifted by him to the skies;

Christ is Son of Man that we, sons of God in him may be.

Christopher Wordsworth, 1862
Matt Scott, 2012

Sing, O Sing, 
This Blessed

Morn

As you celebrate Christmas Day, consider reading the story of Luke 2 and join with heaven 
and earth, giving glory to God in the highest. 



I’m a bit impatient, I confess. OK- I’m a lot impatient. Be it waiting in line at the grocery 
store, stuck behind a slow driver in the fast lane, or my impatient expectation of an upcoming 
vacation…let’s just say I have room for improvement.

I personally enjoy the start of a new year and the opportunity to reset, refresh, and restart 
some goals for myself. As I lean into this coming year, my prayer is both that I would grow in 
patience (in every day, mundane circumstances) while also growing more and more impatient 
to experience Christ’s return.

If I’m honest, the reasons I don’t long for Christ’s return as I ought to seem rather selfish: I 
want to accomplish this or that; I want to watch my son grow up and see who he becomes; I 
want to travel more places and experience more things. Yet an eternal perspective of life in the 
Kingdom now and life in the Kingdom to come should cause me to grow quite impatient with 
Christ’s delayed return. I want to echo the cry of Revelation,”Come, Lord Jesus!” (Revelation 
22:20). But many days, I’m simply impatient about the wrong things.

Our King has come. Yet, we know that he will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
And thus, we turn our eyes heavenward in impatient and confident expectation to await the 
One who will bring about the fullness of his eternal rule and reign. He, as our High Priest, 
has removed the curse of sin and death. As Mighty Victor over the grave, all his enemies (and 
ours as well) he will forever condemn to everlasting punishment. But for all of his sons and 
daughters, he will take along with Him into the joy and the glory of heaven. 

Would you pray with me in 2019, for a growing impatience to see Christ return in power and 
glory? Oh, how it would change the way that you and I live each moment of each day!

May we joyfully herald the news of Christ-the Prophet, Priest, and King. And may we be 
increasingly dissatisfied with the things of this world as we impatiently long for our King to 
come again.

By: Rev. Matt Scott
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